Optimising Bike Sharing in European Cities
Newsletter 1 - One year of OBIS – Developments in bike sharing and
first results

What is OBIS?
Bike Bike sharing systems, wherever successfully implemented, prove to be a practical tool
to boost cycling in urban areas. The OBIS project aims to show that bike sharing is an
attractive and effective mode of sustainable daily transport.
The OBIS project involves: identifying good practice; factors contributing to success solutions
to overcoming barriers and assessing market potential. In addition to researching existing
schemes, the project will include a demonstration element in a number of European cities to
test, evaluate and optimise new approaches and technologies. Overall it will promote cycling
as a clean, sustainable and energy efficient mode of transport in urban areas.
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Work and first results
During the course of last year, 48 cities comprising 51 bike-sharing schemes from ten
European countries were studied by the OBIS project. All fifteen partners were involved in
the data collection, which was based on available literature, surveys and interviews with city
representatives and operators.
To share the results with you, we have prepared a data file which brings together all the
relevant information, for all the systems, in one Excel-file. A set of country reports, each
comprising a detailed description, additional figures and illustrations can also be downloaded
from the OBIS website.

All material and additional information can be downloaded from
www.obisproject.com
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